
 

BALKAN ADVENTURE TO 
CROATIA, MONTENEGRO 

AND ALBANIA   
 
 

May 20 to June 3, 2023 
 
 

Led by Franciscan Fr. Mario DiCicco 
In conjunction with Santours (#2092786-40) 

 

Land Only with Double Occupancy: $5,975 (If paid by check.) 
(4% surcharge if paid by credit card) 

 

Single Supplement: $1,250 
 

Air fare is separate and based on the city of departure. 

June 1: Kotor to Tirana, via Shkoder 
One last international border to cross today. After a very 
short time, we’ll be entering Albania, once the most 
secluded and isolated country in the world. Right after the 
border lies Shkoder, a town with a history that goes back 
2400 years, from Illyrians to nowadays Albanians, and 
with deep roots and old traditions. We’ll not miss the 
Rozafa Castle, the Historical Museum of Shkodra and a 
full view of the Shkoder Lake. At the end of the day we’ll 
continue to Tirana, Albania’s capital, check into our 
centrally located hotel and enjoy an exotic dinner (B,D)  
 
June 2: Tirana 
A guided tour will introduce you to Albania's capital. The 
Romans settled here in the 3rd century. The Byzantine 
Emperor Justinian built Tirana Castle. The most notable 
piece of history is arguably the wall, often referred to 
simply as Justinian's Wall, which is the most well-
preserved portion of the castle. The center of Tirana is 
home to Skanderbeg Square, which is notable for its 
proximity to a wide number of important and historical 
buildings. The Et'hem Bey Mosque is located near the 
square. The beautiful mosque provides access to the Clock 
Tower of Tirana, a symbol of the city. One should not miss 
the Skanderbeg Monument, the national hero of Albania. 
In the afternoon you’re free to explore: Tirana has suffered 
through occupation by many outside forces over the years. 
Perhaps you want to pay a visit to the National History 
Museum which displays much of the history of Tirana 
along with artwork that largely focuses on works from 
famous Albanian artists. A farewell dinner “Albanian 
style” closes this amazing journey. (B,D) 
 
June 3: Depar ture Transfer  to the airpor t for  r eturn 
flight to the United States.  
 

DUBROVNIC, CROATIA 

SPLIT, CROATION 

MONTENEGRO TIRANA, ALBANIA 

ZAGREB , CROATIA 
 CATHEDRAL 



ITINERARY 
 

May 20: Overnight Flight Depar ture from the United 
States. 
 
May 21: Zagreb Ar r ive in Croatia this morning and 
meet your Encore Tour Manager who will transfer you to 
your hotel. Freshen up, relax and start exploring the 
beautiful, historical city of Zagreb This evening, your Tour 
Manager will walk you to a local restaurant for a welcome 
dinner together. (D) 
 
May 22: Zagreb 
Today's guided sightseeing tour of Zagreb with a local 
guide shows you highlights of both Gornji grad, “Upper 
Town”, and Donji grad “Lower Town”. Marvel at coat of 
arms tiled onto the colorful roof of St. Mark's Church, gaze 
sky-high at the twin neo-Gothic spires of Zagreb’s 
Cathedral, feel the lively buzz of Dolac Market and see the 
statue of Ban Jelacic in his namesake square. Afternoon at 
leisure for further exploration. (B,D)  
 
May 23: Zagreb to Zadar via Plitvice 
Travel south to the Adriatic Coast today to the town of 
Zadar, known for its Roman and Venetian ruins. Break the 
journey inland to the spectacular Plitvice Lakes National 
Park, one of the most beautiful natural sights in Europe. 
The park's 16 terraced lakes cascade into each other 
through a series of waterfalls formed as travertine deposits 
have reated natural dams over time. Wooden footbridges 
and pathways let you discover the crystal-clear turquoise 
waters of this natural wonder without disturbing the unique 
geology. (B,D)  
 
May 24: Zadar to Split 
This morning explore the Old Town of Zadar with your 
tour manager before taking off to the south. Your journey 
to Split will be along the Dalmatian coast allowing views 
of the archipelago of hundreds of islands that dot the 
Mediterranean scenery. On arrival, check into the hotel. 
Exhibiting a mix of the traditional and the modern, today's 
exploration of the bustling city of Split with your Tour 
Manager will give you an opportunity to see how 
Dalmatian life is truly lived. Enjoy an organized dinner 
harbor side. (B,D) 
 
May 25: Split 
Discover the city of Split on a guided sightseeing tour. 
You'll see the highlights of the old town, a “UNESCO 
World Heritage” site, including the relics of Diocletian's 
Palace, a palace and fort built by the retired Roman 
emperor in the 4th century around which the city itself has 
grown. The afternoon is yours to explore more at your own 
pace. Perhaps visit Bacvice beach to watch locals play the 
unique game of picigin, invented here, or hike Marjan Hill 
for beautiful birds-eye views of the old town and harbor. 
(B,D)  
 
 

May 26: Split, excursion to Trogir 
Spend the morning in Split exploring on your own or with 
your tour manager. At around lunch time take off for an 
excursion to the nearby coastal town of Trogir, known for 
its Old Town and mix of Renaissance, Baroque and 
Romanesque buildings, but also for its white beaches and 
Caribbean like coves, as in the Blue Lagoon. (B,D) 
 
May 27: Split to Dubrovnik 
Depart in mid-morning and head south to the brand new 
Peljesac Bridge, an impressive infrastructure that connects 
Croatia with its enclave territory of Dubrovnik without 
passing through Bosnia Erzegovina. Across the bridge is 
the thriving wine country of Croatia, the Peljesac 
peninsula. We’ll stop at a winery to taste the innovative 
Croatian wines. Arrive Dubrovnik just on time for dinner. 
(B,D) 
 
May 28: Dubrovnik 
George Bernard Shaw once said that "those who seek 
paradise on Earth should come to Dubrovnik." This 
morning's guided sightseeing tour shows you highlights of 
the old town, a “UNESCO World Heritage Site” such as 
the ancient city walls, the cathedral and the Rector's Palace 
as well as the harbor. The afternoon is free for you to 
explore more of Dubrovnik at your own pace. If you have 
time, perhaps ascend to the summit of Mount Srd by cable 
car for views you won't soon forget! (B,D) 
 
May 29: Dubrovnik 
Discover where the popular HBO series 'Game of Thrones' 
was filmed in Dubrovnik on ta themed guided walking 
tour. Follow your guide to explore the Old Town on foot 
including top landmarks from Pile Gate to Lovrijenac Fort. 
Hear stories and gossip from behind the scenes of the 
filming process. (B,D)  
 
May 30: Dubrovnik to Kotor 
This morning we move to Montenegro. Nestled between 
the Adriatic's Gulf of Kotor and surrounding mountains, 
the medieval-walled old city of Kotor is one more 
“UNESCO World Heritage Site. Explore the narrow 
streets, cathedrals and historic squares that served as 
important commercial and artistic centers in the Middle 
Ages. (B,D)  
 
May 31: Kotor, excursion to Podgorica 
An excursion to Montenegro’s capital city of Podgorica 
today offers a glimpse of the so called “ brutalist 
architecture” from the Soviet era times. Since the city was 
basically razed to the ground after numerous bombings in 
WW2, the post-war reconstruction was made mostly in the 
typical style for this time and following years – brutalism 
or socialist modernism. Most of the blocks of flats were 
built that way as well as buildings of public use: Television 
and Radio Building, Clinical Centre of Montenegro, 
schools (including the university), Morača Sports Centre, 
or Hotel Podgorica. Back to Kotor for the overnight. (B,D) 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Fr. Mario DiCicco  
 

Balkan Adventure to 
Croatia, Montenegro and Albania  

 
 

May 20 to June 3, 2023 
 

Room Preference:   

Single              Double    

      
Roommate______________________________________ 
 

PRINT FIRST AND LAST NAME CLEARLY AND 
EXACTLY AS IT APPEARS ON YOUR PASSPORT 

 

Name:_______________________________ 

Address:_____________________________ 

City:________________________________ 

State:_________ Zip:_________ 

Home 
Phone:_______________________________ 

Cell 
Phone:_______________________________ 

Email:_______________________________ 

 I am enclosing $_________________($1,000 deposit per person)  

Make deposit payable to 

Santours Inc. 

Send registration form, deposit  
and copy of passport to: 

Fr. Mario DiCicco, O.F.M. 
St. Peter’s Church 

110 West Madison Street 
Chicago, IL  60602 

My dear travelers, 
 
So many who have 
traveled with me in 
the past have been 
encouraging me to 
visit Croatia and 
some of the Balkan 
countries. In front 
of you, finally, is our journey to the 
spectacular country of Croatia, a jewel 
on the Mediterranean, filled with so 
much history and sheer beauty.  In 
addition we will visit Montenegro and 
Albania, also filled with historical 
significance.  Unfortunately, we will 
not be visiting the shrine of the Blessed 
Mother at Medjugorje on this trip.  But 
even so, our senses will be filled with 
the culture, cuisine, and natural 
wonders of these countries of the 
western Balkans. I can only take 30 
people.  So I encourage you to sign up 
soon. 
 
Fr. Mario DiCicco, O.F.M. 

Continued on back cover 

For additional information and 
reservations, please contact: 

 
Fr. Mario DiCicco, OFM 

St. Peter’s Church 
110 West Madison Street, Chicago, IL 

60602 
Cell (312) 888-1331 

  

email: mmdicicco@gmail.com 
 

www.FrMarioTours.weebly.com 

Trip Includes: 
 

 Breakfast and Dinner 
 First Class Hotels 
 English-speaking Guide 
 Air-conditioned bus 
 All tips, etc. 


