
   

TURKEY and EGYPT 
   

Sept. 27-Oct. 14, 2023 
Following the Footsteps of St. Paul and  

Visiting the 7 Churches of the Book of Revelation  
 

Led by Franciscan Fr. Mario DiCicco 
In conjunction with Santours (#2092786-40) 

 

Land Only with Double Occupancy: $5,850 
Single Supplement: $1,575 

(4% addition if paid by credit card) 
 

Air fare is separate and based on the city of departure. 

Oct 6 : İzmir/Ephesus/İzmir 
Today visit the glorious city of Ephesus (Rev 1:11, 2:1-7) (Acts 
18:19-28, 19:1-41 Ephesians).  
Ephesus was the capital city of Roman Province of Asia Minor; 
the site of One of the Seven Wonders of the World; Temple of 
Artemis, and the site of the third richest library of the ancient 
world; Celsus library.  
St. Paul came to Ephesus in 54 AD and stayed for three years. He 
preached the Gospel, gained followers and also established the 
church of Ephesus.  
St John (author of Revelations according to the New Testament) 
also spend his last years in Ephesus. St. John is believed to have 
been buried within the Basilica of St John.  
A strong tradition in the Catholic Church claims that St. John 
brought Virgin Mary to Ephesus and she ascended to heaven 
from Ephesus. Today visit these sites and return to İzmir for 
dinner and overnight at hotel.   
 

Oct 7: İzmir/Pergamon/Thyatira/İzmir 
After having breakfast depart for Bergama, ancient Pergamon 
(Rev 2:12-17). Early Christian martyr Antipas was tortured to 
death here. Pergamon was the site of many temples to pagan 
Gods. Yet Christianity took a stronghold as early as 2nd century, 
attested by the monumental size of Basilica of St. John. We have 
no evidence about Paul visiting in Pergamon. But it is clear that 
he walked through the area as he was on his way to Macedonia. 
Pergamon was the capital city of Hellenistic Kingdom of 
Pergamon. Pergamenese Library was the second richest library of 
the ancient world after the library in Alexandria, Egypt. The city 
of  Pergamon was also where parchement paper was invented. 
Visit the Acropolis of Pergamon and then continue to Thyatira 
for visiting the remains of the church mentioned in the Book of 
Revelation (Rev 2:18-29). Drive back to İzmir for dinner and 
overnight at hotel.  
 

Oct. 8 
Arrive Cairo airport, meet and assist through customs and 
formalities. 
Transfer to hotel. Then visit The Egyptian Museum, housing 
thousands of pieces of the ancient Egyptian civilization, including 
the most famous collection of the young king Tut Ankh Amoun 
with its fascinating treasures. 
Dinner and overnight in Cairo. 
 

Oct. 9 
Breakfast at hotel. Full-day tour visiting Memphis, ancient capital 
of Egypt believed to be the site visited by Abraham to address the 
Pharaoh of Egypt. During its golden age, Memphis thrived as a 
regional center for commerce, trade, and religion. 
Visit the Step Pyramid of Sakkara. It is considered as the oldest 
complete stone building complex known in history; the Pyramid 
of Djoser, built during the Third Dynasty. Another sixteen 
Egyptian kings-built pyramids at Saqqara, which are now in 
various states of preservation. High officials added private 
funeral monuments to this necropolis during the entire Pharaonic 
period. It remained an important complex for non-royal burials 
and cult ceremonies for more than 3,000 years, well 
into Ptolemaic and Roman times.  
Visit the Great Pyramids of Giza; Cheops, Chefren & 
Mikarinus. The Great Pyramid and the Pyramid of Khafre are the 
largest pyramids built in ancient Egypt, and they have historically 
been common as emblems of Ancient Egypt in the Western 
imagination. They were popularized in Hellenistic times, when 
the Great Pyramid was listed by Antipater of Sidon as one of 
the Seven Wonders of the World. It is by far the oldest of the 
Ancient Wonders and the only one still in existence. Drive 

through the Pyramids Plateau with a strong presence of history, 
arriving at largest and most famous great Sphinx of Giza with a 
man’s head and a lion’s body, representing the intellectual and 
physical power of ancient Egyptians. It was cut from the bedrock; 
the original shape of the Sphinx has been restored with layers 
of limestone blocks. Its nose is broken. It measures 73 m (240 ft) 
long from paw to tail, 20 m (66 ft) high from the base to the top 
of the head and 19 m (62 ft) wide at its rear haunches. It is the 
oldest known monumental sculpture in Egypt and one of the most 
recognizable statues in the world. The archaeological evidence 
suggests that it was created by ancient Egyptians of the Old 
Kingdom during the reign of Khafre (c. 2558–2532 BC). 
Dinner and overnight in Cairo. 
 

Oct. 10 
Fly to Abu Simbel, visit The Great Temple of Ramesses II (left) 
and the Small Temple of Hathor and Nefertari (right), then fly to 
Aswan. 
Arrive Aswan airport, transfer to the hotel 
Afternoon, visit Philae Temple dedicated to the goddess ISIS. 
Dinner and overnight in Aswan. 
 

Oct. 11 
After breakfast, transfer to Luxor by bus (around 4-5 hours 
driving). 
Arrive Luxor and visit Karnak Temple. Walk among the pillars of 
the temple dedicated to the god Amun Ra and along the avenue 
of the Sphinxes at Karnak. 
Transfer to the hotel for check-in. 
In the evening, visit the illuminated Luxor Temple. 
Optional: Horse Cart tour in Luxor. 
Dinner and overnight in Luxor. 
 

Oct. 12 
Optional: early morning hot-air balloon flight over west Luxor. 
After early breakfast, drive to the west side of Luxor: explore the 
great Valley of Kings, where generations of Pharaohs were 
buried in crypts cut into the cliffs. 
Optional: visit Tut Ankh Amon’s tomb. 
Stop by the Colossi of Memnon, then proceed to visit the Temple 
of Queen Hatshepsut. 
Dinner and overnight in Luxor. 
 

Oct. 13 
Check out after breakfast. 
Fly to Cairo. 
Arrive Cairo airport, we will stop at one of the oldest churches in 
Egypt, which history dates to the 3rd century A.D - Saint Virgin 
Mary's Coptic Orthodox Church also known as the Hanging 
Church (El Muallaqa), later Saints Sergius and Bacchus Church, 
traditionally believed to have been built on the spot where the 
Holy Family, Joseph, Mary and the infant Jesus Christ rested at 
the end of their journey into Egypt. 
Dinner and overnight in Cairo. 
 

Oct. 14 
Transfer to Cairo airport, fly back home. 

Blue Mosque  

Hagia Sophia  Abu Simbel  

Sphinx 



ITINERARY 
 

Sept. 27: Leave USA 
  

Sept. 28: İstanbul                                      
Arrive in İstanbul, only city on the world that is founded on two 
continents. Meet with your guide and transfer to the hotel. This 
evening welcome dinner will be served at hotel . (D) 
 

Sept. 29: İstanbul 
Full day sightseeing in İstanbul.  Visit the site of one of the 
biggest Hippodromes in the Roman World for 200.000 people, 
with Egyptian Obelisk and the Serpent Column.  From here 
proceed to the 17th century Blue Mosque, world famous for the 
beauty of blue Iznik tiles. Visit the Church of St Sophia (6th c. 
AD), a masterpiece Byzantine Christian Architecture and one of 
the oldest and biggest cathedrals of the world. Visit Topkapı 
Palace, the residence of the Ottoman Sultans from the 15th to the 
19th centuries to see the famous Topkapı Dagger and one of the 
biggest diamonds of the world: The Spoon Maker’s Diamond. At 
the end of the day visit one of the oldest shopping malls of the 
world. The Covered  Bazaar from 15th century with more than 
4000 shops. Overnight in İstanbul; tonight dinner will be served 
at a local restaurant.  (B,D) 
 

Sept. 30: İstanbul                                                                                                                             
In the morning embark on a private boat for a memorable cruise 
along the Bosphorus up to the Black Sea, seeing the Ottoman 
Palaces, pavilions, classical wooden houses, villages on both 
European and Asian coasts of Istanbul. After disembark the boat 
drive by the shores of Golden Horn and partly by following the 
Theodosian City Walls arrive at Chora Museum, 'Church of St. 
Saviour in Chora'. A masterpiece in the Byzantine ar t with 
its well preserved mosaics and frescoes. A brief visit to the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate Church and back to hotel .  Dinner  
and overnight at hotel. (B,D) 
 

Oct 1: İstanbul/Hatay – Antiochia – Antakya                              
After having an early breakfast transfer to the Domestic Airport 
for a short flight to Hatay. Arrive and drive in to Antakya ; 
ancient Antiochia is where the Christians were first called as 
“Christians” here (Acts 11:26).  St. Paul and St. Barnabas used 
the city as a missionary headquarters. Visit the Grotto of St. 
Peter, a cave made into a church in 1198. Then visit the 
Archaeology Museum which is world famous for  the unique 
collection of late Roman and Byzantine mosaics found in Daphne 
and its environments. Dinner and overnight at hotel in Antakya .  
(B,D) 
 

Oct 2: Antakya - Tarsus – Cappadocia                                                                               
Morning depart for Tarsus via driving through Adana, where is 
home to 5,000 US service men/women at Incirlik Airbase. Arrive 
in Tarsus, the birthplace of St. Paul (Acts 9:11-30, 21:39, 22:3,25
-29). Tarsus was one of the greatest cities of the ancient world 
together with Athens, Alexandriapolis and Constantinopolis. The 
city is also the site where Mark Anthony first met Kleopatra and 
fell in love. Visit the so called Well of St. Paul and the partially 
excavated ancient avenue of Tarsus. In the afternoon drive to 
Cappadocia, visit one of the underground cities of Cappadocia. 
Underground cities must have been established by early 
Christians, escaping from persecutions for dinner and overnight.  
(B,D) 
 

Oct 3: Cappadocia 
Full day tour of Cappodacia. Cappadocia is a unique site in the 
world with, fantastic volcanic landscapes, underground cities of 
early Christians and thousands of  rock cut churches with 
fantastic fresco paintings. Cappodocia is under the protection 

UNESCO Cultural Department as a unique World Heritage Site.  
The roots of monastic life goes back to Cappadocia. St Basil of 
Caseria established and encouraged monastic life in Cappadocia 
which had led to thousands of monastic communities during the 
medieval times. 
  

St Paul travelled on the outskirts of Cappadocia which explains 
the existence of many churches in Cappadocia. 
Your visits will include, Göreme and Paşabağ open air museums 
to visit the churches with the best preserved fresco paintings. You 
will also visit the Uçhisar and Güvercinlik valleys to enjoy the 
magnificent landscape of Cappadocia. A drive by Avanos village, 
famous for handmade pottery production since the times of 
Hittites. Dinner and overnight at hotel in Cappadocia. (B,D) 
 

Oct 4: Cappadocia – Psidian Antiochia – Pamukkale                                                                
Morning depart to Konya, en route stop by Sultanhan, a Seljukian 
caravanserai from 13th century on silk road. Continue to Psidian 
Antiochia, a very r ich  Roman metropolis, by the foot of 
impressive Taurus mountain range It was here, in Pisidian 
Antioch where Apostle Paul delivered his first recorded sermon 
in Asia Minor. (Acts 13:16)(Acts 13:44). Visit the synagogue and 
the churches of the city together with the temple and the theatre. 
Continue to Hierapolis where Apostle Philip came to spread the 
Christianity, and is believed to have lived and martyred here. 
Hierapolis is mentioned in St. Paul's epistle to the Colossians 
(Colossian 4:13).  Explore one of the richest cemetery grounds of 
the ancient world, the main Domitian Gate and the main avenue. 
Visit the white travertine cascades of  Pamukkale. Pamukkale is a 
unique site in the world, declared as World Heritage Site by 
UNESCO Cultural Department. Dinner and  overnight .  (B,D)  
 

Oct 5: Pamukkale – Philadelphia – Sardis – İzmir                                                            
Morning drive to Laodicea which was one of the seven 
churches  of Asia Minor (Rev 3:14-22) where John called the 
Christians “Lukewarm”. Recent Turkish excavations on the site 
are revealing the walls of a what might have been a monumental 
church. 
 

Continue to ancient Philadelphia to see the remaining walls of a 
monumental church. Philadelphia together with Symrna was one 
of the two seven churches of Asia Minor  which did not receive 
any criticism about applications of Christianity.  Then on to 
Sardis , the capital city of Lydian Kingdom. Sardis was one of 
the very rich metropolises of Asia Minor with crowded 
populations of Jews which might have enabled the Good News to 
be spread faster. The site is presently under the excavation of 
Harvard and Berkeley Universities. The city was where the 
richest man on earth, King Croesus enjoyed an incredible power 
and wealth. Lydians invented and minted the first coins in the 
world.  
 

Visit one of the oldest synagogues of the world which was later 
converted into a church.Also visit the monumental Artemis 
Temple and the impressively restored Roman Imperial Hall. 
Drive to İzmir ; ancient Smyrna which is one of the seven 
churches (Rev 2: 8-11).  
 

St. Polycarp was the bishop of Smyrna, one of the disciples of St. 
John.  
 

Check in to your hotel for dinner and overnight. (B,D) 

 

Dear Christian Pilgrims, 
 

   We will be traveling to 
ancient Turkey to follow the 
footsteps of St. Paul and 
visiting the 7 churches of the 
Book of Revelation and then on 
to fabled Egypt to 
commemorate the flight of the 
Holy Family to that country and explore this 
country's historic landmarks.  It is a rare journey 
back into time to visit St. Paul's birthplace in 
Tarsus, to Antioch of Syria where the followers 
of Jesus were first called Chrisitans, to Ephesus 
and Pisidian Antioch where Paul preached the 
Gospel, to Pergamon, Sardis and Hierapolis 
mentioned in the Book of Revelation, to surreal 
Cappadocia with its cave churches from the time 
of St. Basil, to Hagia Sophia and the Blue 
Mosque and a cruise on the Bosphorus in 
Istanbul, then onto to Cairo to see the Sphinx and 
the Pyramids, the immense temple of Luxor, the 
gigantic statues at Abu Simbel, and the Valley of 
the Kings, ending with a visit to the church 
commemorating the stay of the Holy Family in 
Egypt. 
 

   The visit to these two countries is a unique 
arrangement not often joined together in one 
tour.  This pilgrimage is a memorable sequel to 
one's previous journey to the Holy Land of 
Israel.  You will marvel at what you see in 
Turkey under the expert guidance of Ender Tan 
and be amazed at the high culture developed by 
the long line of Pharaohs in Egypt.  You will 
stand in awe at what you will experience. 
 

Fr. Mario DiCicco, O.F.M. 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE 
 

 First Class hotels throughout 
 Comprehensive guiding with English 

speaking guide 
 Breakfast and Dinner 
 All tips included (guide, driver, hotels, 

etc) 
 Flight from Istanbul to Hatay 
 Domestic flight ticket: Cairo to Abu 

Simbel to Aswan and Luxor to Cairo 
 Paid admissions to all sites except 

royal Mummy rooms in Luxor and 
Cheops tomb at Pyramids and other 
optional tours 

 

Not Included - 
Visa entry into Turkey and Egypt 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 

Fr. Mario DiCicco  
 

2023 TURKEY and EGYPT 
 
 

Sept. 27-Oct. 14, 2023 
 

      Room Preference:   

Single              Double    

Roommate___________________________________________________ 
 

PRINT FIRST AND LAST NAME CLEARLY AND 
EXACTLY AS IT APPEARS ON YOUR PASSPORT 

 

Name:__________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________ 

City:___________________________________________ 

State:_________ Zip:____________________________ 

Home Phone:__________________________________ 

Cell Phone:____________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________ 

 I am enclosing $_________ ($1,000 deposit per person)  

 

Make deposit payable to 

Santours Inc. 

Send registration form, deposit  
and copy of passport to: 

Fr. Mario DiCicco, O.F.M. 
St. Peter’s Church 

110 West Madison Street 
Chicago, IL  60602 

Continued on back cover 

For additional information and reservations, 
please contact: 

 

Fr. Mario DiCicco, OFM 
St. Peter’s Church 

110 West Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60602 
Cell (312) 888-1331  

email: mmdicicco@gmail.com 
www.FrMarioTours.weebly.com 


